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Next review: Autumn 2022
Bussage Primary School is a Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School and this policy is written within the context of the Christian faith, practice and values which underpin our ethos, and which are in keeping with our Trust Deed.
Our school’s Christian ethos is that all pupils, whatever their ability or talents, are created in the image of God, and are loved equally by him.

Our school’s mission is to provide a learning and development environment in which all pupils and staff can make the most of their God given potential and aspire to “be the best that they can be.”

Our school vision is built upon the four cornerstones of WISDOM, HOPE, COMMUNITY and DIGNITY.

Introduction
The staff and governors of Bussage Primary School believe that History is an important element of the primary curriculum. Learning and teaching in History at Bussage is based on a creative approach to the National Curriculum seeking to promote curiosity and a love of learning about the past. Exploring History gives the children an awareness of themselves and their world and helps them understand how events of the past influence the present. We aim to equip the children to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop perspective and judgement. 
The teaching of History in Bussage embraces our four cornerstones of Hope, Wisdom, Community and Dignity. By focussing on these four principles we believe the children will be ready to meet the next stages of their education and gain an appreciation of our multicultural society by exploring similarities and contrasts between the past and present. It is hoped they will gain the knowledge, understanding and skills to become young historians. 
Purpose of study 

A high quality History education will give pupils:

• An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events, and contexts from a range of historical periods and of historical concepts and processes.

• The ability to think critically about History and communicate ideas very confidently in styles appropriate to a range of audiences.

• The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence derived from a range of sources.

• The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, formulating and refining questions and lines of enquiry. 

• A passion for History and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why people interpret the past in different ways. 

• A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their explanations and judgments.

• A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality research across a range of History topics.

(As taken from the Curriculum Essentials for History Document – Bussage Primary Curriculum).
Aims and objectives 

The National Curriculum for History aims to ensure that all pupils:

· know and understand the History of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

· know and understand significant aspects of the History of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

· gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

· understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

· understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

· gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international History; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social History; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

(As taken from the Primary National Curriculum 2014)
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	We strive to create a supportive and collaborative ethos for learning by providing investigative and enquiry based learning opportunities to help children gain coherent knowledge and understanding of each unit of work covered in History throughout the school. 

We intend to make History both interesting and accessible to, and ensure the progress of, all pupils, regardless of age or ability. To achieve this we will adopt a variety of approaches to History teaching, including:

· A thematic approach, including both discrete History teaching and also the teaching of History through the Core and Foundation subjects within each theme 

· A practical approach, involving hands-on activities where possible

· A variety of resources to stimulate and motivate pupils such as artefacts, photographs, written and spoken and ICT to select, interpret, refine and present information. 
· Historical communication-use appropriate historical vocabulary and conventions in speech and written work
· Resources relevant to each theme are kept in the theme’s box in the Resource cupboard. In addition to these resources, there are a range of historical fiction and non-fiction books stored in the school’s central library. The school subscribes to both the Library Lending Scheme and the Museum Loans Service which can be used to acquire temporary additional resources for each theme if required.
· Inside and outside the classroom, all work carried out will fall into line with the school’s current health and safety policy. If educational visits occur, consideration will be given to County guidelines.


	The History curriculum is covered in a two-yearly teaching cycle within each Key Stage, ensuring that children study all of the content, knowledge and skills required by the National Curriculum. 
Details of when the different topics and objectives are covered in each Key Stage can be found in the Curriculum Overview document, which constitutes a long-term plan. 
Some objectives are covered more than once within the two-yearly cycle to ensure long term knowledge lasts. 
Teachers within Key Stages plan together to create engaging and informative teaching and learning opportunities which take into account prior learning and plan for progression.

In both Key Stages the children will cover requirements as outlined in the EYFS (for Reception) and the National Curriculum (for Key Stages 1 and 2).

In Reception, children will:

• Talk about past and present events in their own life and of family members.

• Use everyday language related to time.

The EYFS History is integral to the Early Learning Goal of “Understanding the World” where pupils are encouraged to talk about the past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of their family members. In addition, pupils learn about similarities and differences in relation to objects and talk about changes they observe. An awareness of the concepts and vocabulary of history are encouraged through purposeful play and a mix of adult and child led activity.
Throughout Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils will learn to: 

· Investigate and interpret the past

· Build an overview of world History

· Understand chronology

· Communicate historically

They will learn these skills and knowledge through study of the following topics:

Key Stage 1

• The lives of significant individuals in Britain’s past who have contributed to our nation’s achievements: Brunel

• Key events in the past that are significant nationally and globally, particularly those that coincide with festivals or other events that are commemorated throughout the year.

• Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.

Key Stage 2

• Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 

• The Roman Empire and its Impact on Britain.

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons and Scots.

• The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England.

• A local History study-WW2, Stroud water canal

• A study of a theme in British History: WW2 

• Early Civilizations achievements and an in-depth study of: Ancient Greece.

• A non- European society that contrasts with British History: Benin.

. 


	Our children enjoy and value History and know why things happen and how they can influence our lives today.

At Bussage Primary School progress in History is measured accurately and consistently across the school. 

Assessments are completed at the end of each unit of work and are recorded on the assessment document on the staff share for History.

Progression will be shown in the different phases by

EYFS
By the end of the Early Years children will have begun to use everyday language related to time, order and sequence familiar events and be able to talk about the past and present events in their own lives. 
They will be curious about people and show interest in stories.

KS1

In KS1 they will have developed an awareness of the past, know where some people and events fit into a chronological framework and be able to identify similarities and differences between periods. 

They will use a wider vocabulary of historical terms and ask and answer questions about the past. 

KS2

In KS2 the children will have continued to develop chronologically secure knowledge and be able to note contrasts and connections and trends over time. 

They will have developed appropriate historical vocabulary and be able to address and devise historically valid questions. 

They will be able to understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources and be able to select relevant historical information. 

They will be able to understand that different versions of the past may exist and be able to give some reasons for this. 

Pupils’ progress in History will be reported annually to Governors by the subject leader




Entitlement
All children will cover requirements as outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2012 Curriculum and the National Curriculum 2014 (For Key Stages 1 and 2).
Review
This policy will be monitored continuously and reviewed in detail every two years by the co-ordinator in conjunction with all staff members.

Date of next review: Autumn 2022. 
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