Policy on Geography

Policy on 
Geography
[image: image1.jpg]



Next review: Autumn 2022
Bussage Primary School is a Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School and this policy is written within the context of the Christian faith, practice and values which underpin our ethos, and which are in keeping with our Trust Deed.
Our school’s Christian ethos is that all pupils, whatever their ability or talents, are created in the image of God, and are loved equally by him.

Our school’s mission is to provide a learning and development environment in which all pupils and staff can make the most of their God given potential and aspire to “be the best that they can be.”

Our school vision is built upon the four cornerstones of WISDOM, HOPE, COMMUNITY and DIGNITY.

Introduction

The staff and governors of Bussage Primary School believe that Geography is an important element of the primary curriculum. Learning and teaching in Geography at Bussage is based on a creative approach to the National Curriculum seeking to inspire children’s curiosity and fascination about the World and its people.  Teaching should “equip children with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earths’ key physical and human processes.”
We use a variety of teaching methods and learning styles based on enquiry led research activities. We give them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, graphs, photographs, atlas’ and ICT to enhance their learning. Wherever possible we involve the children in “real” geography activities, outdoor learning and role play. e.g.- mapping the local area or investigating an environmental issue. We encourage the children to reflect on the impact of mankind on our World and encourage them to think about sustainable development. We encourage experiential learning activities such as field trips and theme weeks. 

The teaching of Geography in Bussage embraces our four cornerstones of Hope, Wisdom, Community and Dignity. By focussing on these four principles we believe the children will be ready to meet the next stages of their education and gain an appreciation of what is right and wrong by raising moral questions through their enquiry. 
Purpose of study

A high quality Geography education will give pupils:

• An excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like

• An excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected and how much human and physical environments are interrelated

• An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary

• Fluency in complex, geographical knowledge and enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills and use effective analytical and presentational techniques

• The ability to reach clear conclusions and develop a reasoned argument to explain findings

• Significant levels of originality, imagination or creativity as shown in interpretations and representations of the subject matter

• Highly developed and frequently utilised fieldwork and other geographical knowledge and skills and techniques

• A passion for and commitment to the subject, and a real sense of curiosity to find out about the world and the people who live there

• The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and understanding about current and contemporary issues in society and the environment

 (As taken from the Curriculum Essentials for Geography Document – Bussage Primary Curriculum).

Aims and objectives 

The National Curriculum for Geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time 

· are competent in the geographical knowledge and skills needed to: 

-collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through   experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 

-interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 

-communicate geographical knowledge in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

 (As taken from the Primary National Curriculum 2014)
	Geography Curriculum

	Intent
	Implementation
	Impact

	We intend to make Geography both interesting and accessible to, and ensure the progress of, all pupils, regardless of age or ability. 

To achieve this, we will adopt a variety of approaches to Geography teaching, including:

· A thematic approach, including both discrete Geography teaching and also the teaching of Geography through the Core and Foundation subjects within each theme.

· Fieldwork- giving the children the chance to experience such things as landscape features and the local environment. 

· A practical approach, involving hands-on activities where possible

· A variety of resources to stimulate and motivate pupils such as atlases, globes, photographs, maps, ICT to select, interpret, refine and present information.

· Geographical communication- use appropriate Geographical vocabulary and conventions in speech and written work. 

· Resources relevant to each theme are kept in the theme’s box in the Resource cupboard. In addition to these resources, there are a range of geographical books stored in the school’s central library. The school subscribes to both the Library Lending Scheme and the Museum Loans Service which can be used to acquire temporary additional resources for each theme if required.

· Inside and outside the classroom, all work carried out will fall into line with the school’s current health and safety policy. If educational visits occur, consideration will be given to County guidelines.


	The Geography curriculum is covered in a two-yearly teaching cycle within each Key Stage, ensuring that children study all of the content, knowledge and skills required by the National Curriculum. 

Details of when the different topics and objectives are covered in each Key Stage can be found in the Curriculum Overview document, which constitutes a long-term plan. 

Some objectives are covered more than once within the two-yearly cycle to ensure long term knowledge lasts. Teachers within Key Stages plan together to create engaging and informative teaching and learning opportunities which take into account prior learning and plan for progression. 

In both Key Stages the children will cover requirements as outlined in the EYFS (for Reception) and the National Curriculum (for Key Stages 1 and 2).

In Reception, children will:

• Talk about features of the immediate environment and how environments may differ from one another

• Know about similarities in relation to places, objects, materials and living things

• Make observations about animals and plants and explain why some things occur

• Talk about changes in environments

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the Development Matters in the EYFS” guidance which aims for all children in reception to have an “Understanding of the World; people and communities, the world and technology” by the end of the academic year. 

Throughout Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils will learn to: 

· Investigate places

· Investigate patterns

· Communicate geographically

They will learn these skills and knowledge by:

In Key Stage 1:

• Investigating the world’s continents and oceans.

• Investigating the countries and capitals of the United Kingdom.

• Comparing and contrasting a small area of the United Kingdom with that of a non-European country.

• Exploring weather and climate in the United Kingdom and around the world.

• Using basic geographical vocabulary to refer to and describe key physical and human features of locations.  

• Using world maps, atlases and globes.

• Using simple compass directions.

• Using aerial photographs.

• Using fieldwork and observational skills.

In Key Stage 2:

• Locating the world’s countries, with a focus on Europe, North and South America and countries of particular interest to pupils.

• Identifying key geographical features of the countries of the United Kingdom, and showing an understanding of how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

• Locating and understanding the significance of the geographic zones of the world.
• Understanding geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical Geography of a region or area of the United Kingdom (different from that taught at Key Stage 1), a region or area in a European country and a region or area within North or South America.

• Describing and understanding key aspects of:

     -physical Geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle

     -human Geography, including: settlements, land use, economic activity including trade links and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water supplies.

• Using maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describing the features studied.

• Using the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of the United Kingdom and the world.

• Using a wide range of geographical sources in order to investigate places and patterns.

• Using fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital technologies.


	We strive to create a supportive and collaborative ethos for learning by providing investigative and enquiry based learning opportunities to help children gain coherent knowledge and understanding of each unit of work covered throughout the school. 

At Bussage Primary School the system of assessment of Geography is in line with government expectations through the 2014 National Curriculum. This system ensures that progress is measured accurately and consistently across the school. 

Assessments are completed at the end of each unit of work and are recorded on the assessment document on the staff share for Geography.

Progression will be shown in the different phases by;

EYFS

By the end of EYFS the children will be able to know some similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They can talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another.
KS1

In KS1 they will have developed simple locational knowledge about individual places and environments. They will show understanding by describing places and features using simple geographical vocabulary. 
They will be able to investigate places and environments by asking and answering questions, making observations and using simple sources such as globes, maps, atlases, images and aerial photos. 

KS2

By the end of KS2 children will have a more detailed framework of knowledge of the World including globally significant physical and human features and places in the news.
They will understand what a number of places are like and how they are similar or different and how they are changing. They show understanding of the links between people, places and environments.

They will be able to carry out investigations using a range of geographical skills and sources of information including a variety of maps, graphs and images. They can express and explain their opinions and recognise why others may have different points of view.
Pupils’ progress in Geography will be reported annually to Governors by the subject leader.



Entitlement
All children will cover requirements as outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2012 Curriculum and the National Curriculum 2014 (For Key Stages 1 and 2)
Review

This policy will be monitored continuously and reviewed in detail every two years by the co-ordinator in conjunction with all staff members.
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